The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


MESSAGE OF 
GOVERNOR CLYDE TINGLEY 
TO THE THIRTEENTH LEGISLATURE OF THE STAT: UF NEw MEXICO 
CONVENED IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
AS DELIVERED IN JOINT SESSION 
OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE 


ON AUGUST 22, 1938. 


a cee ce nananana en 


I have called you in Special Session, in order 
that you may consider and pas such necessery laws as 
will neet the present energency now confronting the 
State. | 

Wy call for the special session hes, under 
the provisions of the Constitution, limited the objects 
for your consideretion to the freming and passage of a 
stote wide primary election law, the amendment of present 
election laws so as to give effect to your labors, the 
making of such appropriation as you may find-needed for 
the holding of such primary election, and the payment of 
the exvenses of the special session. 

Both the Senete and the House of Representatives 
are overwhelmingly TEENA The pletfbrm pledges of 
the Democratic Party heve in the pest repeatedly committed 
those elected to office by that party to the enactment 
of a workable primary law. Men of other parties are like- 
wise vitally interested end are as much entitled to the 
benefits of such a law as are those of the mo jority party. 


For years the citizens of this Stete have resented 


the method of choosing cendidetes for public office which 
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has prevailed in this State. The individual hes had 
little, if enything, to say about who should become 
the candidate of the perticular party. 


With mob caucuses, contests, ralkouts, 


instructed delegations, unit rules, and all the out- 


worn machinery of politicel control, under the domina- 


tion of a fer self-appointed leaders, the rank and 


file of the voters of this stete have hed smell 


choice in meking nominations. 


Candidates have been chosen by a few persons 


who have not teken the mass of the voters into their 


confidence, and conventions have been controlled and 


nominations made by these methods. The people of New 


Mexico have reached a point where they will no longer 


submit to being oreetically disfrenchised. In every 


county they are protesting and the volume of their 


protests has grown so large thet it would be unfair and 


unwise to disregard it. 


It may be said that a primary election law will 


work in favor of the rich and against the poor candidate, 


Exactly the opposite is true. Any candidate who has 
i 


ever run for a state office in New Mexico mows that he 


could make the race änd go into every county in the State 


to meet the people for less money than he is celled. upon 


to contribute, either directly or through his friends, 


under the present system. 
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Other states which have workeble 
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primary laws have found it to be true that eny citi- 
zen who desires to become a cendidete for public of- 
fice can make the race in the primery much cheaper then 
he could under the convention system. 

, Not only in the matter of expense is a primary 
law desiroble, but, also, in the matter of giving the 
people a free hand in choosing their om servants. If 
the people of New Mexico desire any perticuler men or 
women for eny office, they ought to have the right to 
nominate them without seeking the consent or the assist~ 
anco of professional politiciens, whose interests may 
be against thet of the mass of the people. All political 
power resides in the hands of the people aider our Con- 
stitution, and it is a mockery to deny them the right 
to use it, 

In your deliberations you will have before you 
the primary laws of several neighbor states which nust | 
he so amended and modified as to be workeble under the 
conditions which prevail in New Mexico. Here we heve 
citizens both of the Spenish end the Anglo Saxon stock. 
While most of our citizens read and write the Fnglish 
lenguage with ease, we heve some who prefer to use the 
Spanish longuege, We have dwelt together in peace in 


this state end we nust continue to do so, We must not 


Bn 


enact any lew which will discriminate against either 
element of our people. In drafting your bill for a 
primary law I urge you to be most careful to see that 
every citizen in every county of this state, no matter 
how humble he may be, shall have his rights and his 
franchise fully protected and safeguarded in every fair 
and reasonable way. 

You, of course, are fully aware that in some of 
the counties of our state primaries in which the voters 
have had a secret ballot and a fair count have been long 
held by custom and usage, In several of these counties 
nominations for county offices have already been made. 
It is my personal belief that in any law you prepare 
these nominations should be respected and not molested. 

So far as State and National offices are cone 
cerned there is yet ample time to hold a primary and let 
the people select the candidates of the different parties 
at the ballot box. We ‘nave two and one-half months, 
which is certainly time enough for candidates who aspire 
to these offices to announce and let the voters pass on 
their claims directly at the box. 

No doubt an effort will be made by those whose 
interest is opposed to a primary law to prevent such 
Legislation as you may pass from becoming effective 
immediately by the use of the emergency clause. 
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These people will pretend to be the 
friends of the common voters, but will be earnestly 
desirous of preventing those voters having the right 
to vote for the nomination of a candidate, They will 
offer all sorts of excuses and substitutes. They will 
probably ask you to confine the primaries to the elec- 
tion of party delegates to the nominating conventions 
for county, district, and state, in which conventions 
the some old methods will appear with the same old 
results, | 

It is my seinen that unless you make such 
legislation as you may frame immediately available for 
the political relicf of the people by the emergency 
clause, you will find that through one method or 
another the people of this state will be cheated out 
of their only chance to take control of their own govern- 
ment and all of your labor will have been in vain. 

If the primary is necessary, it is necessary 
now. | 

| If prospective candidates are the choice of 

the people, thoy will be victorious at the primary 
election; if they are not the choice of the people, 
they ought to be defeated. No man and no set õe men 


can be guperior to the party which has placed him in 
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office, and no party is big enough, or great enough, 
to disregard the desires and the demands of the voters 
of New Mexico for a state Wide, fair and workable 
primary law, to become effective dot at sone distant 


day but immediately. 
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